www.percongrp.com/pelikan.htm

Show committee break
out session at the
meeting

As | work on the newsletter today Sunday, May 30, | realize that
tomorrow is Memorial Day. For many that means a extra day off to
enjoy the warm summer weather and have fun with their friends
and families. | think | might actually spend some time working on a
model, in between family dinners, laying around by the pool, etc. |
know, “Must be nice”. Well, it is. It is nice because so many men
and women sacrificed everything to defend a country in which peo-
ple have the freedom to do what they wish.

I know that no one in our club misses the point of what Memorial
Day is all about. That is why I think military modeling is an impor-
tant art that helps us remember the machines and the people that
have kept us free and continue to defend our freedom today. |
suppose every generation feels that the kids are loosing sight of
important historical events like WWII, Korea, and Vietnam. Just
maybe, what we do for fun, will help teach and keep alive the spirit
of Memorial Day.

Somewhere in between the hamburgers on the grill, laying in the
sun, and spending yet more money at Lowes or Home Depot, |
know the thought will cross my mind that many brave men and
women gave up such things to ensure we can all still enjoy them.

I know it will cross your minds too at some point during this holi-
day weekend. There are many in our club who have severed, and
some have undoubtedly have lost good friends in the service of
our country. We should reflect on this and keep these memories
alive. Whether we do this by building a model, watching a movie,
or just talking about it, it should be an important part of our holiday
weekend.

For all those who have paid for our freedom with their lives, this is
our time to remember, give thanks, and enjoy the freedom their
sacrifice has ensured.




SNIA HERZEGOVINA: SFOR-15 2004

Hello my name is Sean Hogan. | am an AH-64 Apache pilot with the Florida National Guard at
Cecil Field and a resident of Jacksonville. Our Battalion is split in half right now, with half in Af-
ghanistan and the rest of us here in Bosnia. | was looking over the IPMS web site and noticed that
they were sending models to the guys in Iraq and Afghanistan. | e-mailed them to see about start-
ing a"Models for Bosnia" program but they have not e-mailed me back. Do you think that the
members of your chapter there in Jax would be willing to donate some kits to the guys here in
Bosnia? In a country were unemployment is 45% hobby shops are few and far between. Even if
there was one around, we are not permitted off base. There are a number of us who are avid
modelers here that would love to be able to build. Please drop me a line if you are interested or
think that you can help. Thank you for your time and consideration.

The mailing address is:

CW3 Sean F. Hogan

A co. 2nd/238th AVN.
OJF Eagle BAse, Tuzia
APO AE 09789

- We might want to consider gathering together a care package from the Pelikan Club to send to
these guys. | will bring this up at the meeting. It can’t be too fun to stuck in Bosnia, but worse
yet, to be stuck there without models to build. Bummer!




V-1 Kit Review

By Cromwell Models of Germany
Distributed by United Fun
http://www.united-fun.com/shop2/enter.html
Cost 31 Euro or about $40.00

Finally, a V-1 kit complete with launching ramp! | can’t believe, considering how famous, or infa-
mous this weapon is, that a major plastics company never produced this. This is a perfect item
that Airfix should have done back in the late 1960’s (perhaps the Brits had still not gotten over the
shock). This is one of those kits that when | saw it | just had to have. Being a model of a type that
| have never built, | found it quite interesting.

About 40 parts total, | started with the ramp. It comes in six sections each attached to a “spru” that
has to be cut off with a Dremel tool. Each ramp piece was slightly warped, as many resin pieces
are, but straightened out quickly after a dose of hot water. | connected the ramps in pairs, then
connected the three pairs. Next are the struts to support the ramp. Six ramps at various heights.
Kinda difficult separating them from the “spru” as the leg bases are pretty fragile, almost all broke
off. For some reason, strut #4 was molded at about the same height as strut #5. | had to shorten it
somewhat and remove the leg bases for it to properly fit under ramp piece #4. Once completed, |
painted the entire ramp in a dark brown mixed with steel.

Next are the missile support pieces. A fueling rig, three parts, was kinda tough as instructions are
not totally clear. A ramp propulsion trailer fits at the bottom end of the ramp, again, kinda difficult.

The missile itself is pretty straightforward. Seven pieces in total. My only suggestion would be for
the maker to include a slot on the top of the missile for the engine mount to go in. As of now, the
attachment is pretty fragile. | will spray the missile in a light cream then go over the top in some
Luftwaffe olive drab.

| intend to mount this kit on a diorama base. It will be a later ramp, say in Belgium fall 1944, fit in
among several tall trees for concealment. After so many original sites were bombed, the Germans
turned to building concealed sites that can be constructed quickly. | will include two missile check-
out bunkers from Atlantik Wall fortifications, | will have to modify them. | hope to have this diorama
completed perhaps spring 2005. (My production process has come to a halt, labor disputes!)




The CTF (Combined Test Force) sent F/A-22 Raptor #4005 to Seattle last Thursday. Here are
three of the photos they took of the aircraft in flight over the Seattle area. Thought you might en-
joy seeing them. They are pretty spectacular.

Over Seattle

Over Mt. Rainier
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After visiting Eindoven, | traveled north to the city of Utrecht for an overnight stay, and of course a
vist to Amsterdam. The next morning, back to the east and south of Njimegan to the Goosebeck
(82 Airborne) area. There is a small museum in the cute little town of Goosbeck dedicated to the
82 Airborne. The only vehicles were a Sherman, a jeep and a 57mm AT gun. Inside was a Waco
glider and several small 1/1 scale para displays. There were lots of models but due to limited film |
didn’t take any photos. What was most interstign to me was the dirama in about 1/500™ of the
Goosbeck-Njimegan area. It really gave me a good perspective, showing the rolling terrain and
the wooded areas that led to the city.

Next, downtown Njimegan and over the bridge. | didn’t see any monuments but I'm sure there
are some. After | crossed the Waal River, | turned along the dyke where the 82™ made the river
crossing. | went north to Drikel area where the Polish Brigade landed.

Now, finally across the Rhine to the Oosterbeck area (1% Brit Airborne Division area). A small
museum dedicated to the Red Devils is located in the former Hartenstien Hotel. Vehicles outside
include a M4A1 Sherman, a 17-pdr AT gun and a German PaK 40 75mm AT gun. Displays inside
include a jeep, a jeep wit 6pdr AT gun, a British 75mm howitzer and a British towed mortar.
Again, the best part was another 1/500™ full terrain relief diorama of the Entire Arnhem area.
Really cool. No, the bestest display was a 1/76 scale diorama of the bridge area. This was won-
derful as it included the north side of the bridge, several buildings on both sides of the ramp, and
about 30 vehicles, halftrack, trucks, armored cars, in various states of destruction.

| took a road the paras used to get to the bridge. Of course, its all built up now. Downtown, |
viewed the new John Frost bridge, which was built in the same style as the 1944 bridge. The only
item | saw was a 6pdr AT gun at a monument.

Now, to the north side of the city to a small museum. Vehicles outside include a 25pdr gun, a
105mm howitzer, a T-34/85 and a M4A3 Sherman. Inside was a Dutch truck used by the Ger-
mans., a Kfz 1 Kettenkrad pulling a Spzb 41 “squeeze bore” 28mm AT gun. A 1/72 diorama of a
British airfield including several aircraft and the range of Airfix airfield buildings and trucks. But the
best diorama was, get this, a 1/35 scale diorama of the bridge in Arnhem, complete with several
destroyed vehicles on the bridge and the destroyed Tiger | under the bridge. Way cool!

That night, it was back to Utrecht, with another visit to Amsterdam.
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The second largest Air Force museum in the country is less than 400 miles away from the Tampa
Bay area. It is the Museum of Aviation located on Robins Air Force Base at Warner Robin Geor-
gia on the outskirts of Macon. | first visited the museum in 1986 when they had 56 aircraft on dis-
play. | had not been back until November 2003 at which time the museum had nearly 100 aircraft
& missiles. | also found that the museum had doubled in size and was completely updated.
There are now four major building at the museum (Hangar One, the Heritage Building, the Cen-
tury of Flight Hangar & the Eagle Building, which is three stories high), a huge amphitheater plus
four large outdoor display areas.

This museum also contains two theatres where historical aviation films run on a constant basis.
There is an extensive collection of Flying Tiger and AVG material in the Eagle Building (the nerve
center of the museum). There are flags, banners and many personal items from General Chen-
nault and other fascination relics from that special period in military aviation history, including a P-
40N in Flying Tiger colors. It should be mentioned that these displays were arranged by Brig.
Gen. Robert Scott who had 13 confirmed victories and wrote “God Is My Copilot” a great story
about his AVG days. It may be of interest to know that he is now 89 and still very active in mu-
seum affairs.

This museum is unique not just because of the great collection of aircraft, but also very impor-
tantly, the way they are so graphically displayed. To do it justice it will take at least on very full
day and a second day there could also be put to good use. These are the aircraft that were on

display a the time that | visited there and more are beng added all of the time:

A-37B 67-14525 F-84 52-6701a T-6G 49-3217
AC-130A 55-0014 F-89J 0-32463 T-28A 51-3612
B-25J 44-86872 F-100C 4-1851 T-29A 49-1938
B-29B 44-84053 F-102A 7-0906 T-33A 52-9633
B-52D 55-0085 F-104A 56-817A T-37B 57-2261
BT-13A 42-90018 F-105G 63-309 T-38A 62-4461A
C-7A 63-9756 F-106A 59-0123 TB-26B 44-35732
C-45H 51-11653 F111E 68-0255 U-2C 56-6682
C46A 201198 HH-34J 48963 U-3B 06052
C47A 43-49442 HH-43A 58-1833 U-4B 37948
C47] 43-957 HU-16B 0-17144 U-6A 26087
C54G 050579 KC-97L 53-0298 UH-1F 65-7959
CG60A 42-55918 O-1E 0-12857 VC-140B 61-2488
C-119C 51-2566 O-2A 67-21380 WB-57F 63-13293A
EC-121K 141297 P-40N 42-105972 WB-66D 50392
C-123K 54-0633 P-47D 44-32691 MC-130H  74-1886
C-124C 0-10098 P-51D 44-13704 TH-13M ?

C141B 66-0180A PT-12 42-16365 MIG-17 Fresco A
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CHS3E 65-12797 PT-19A 43-7220 MK-53 ?
CH21B 52-8685 PT-22 ? TM-61A  Matador
F-4C 63-7495 RF-84F 52-7244 AIR-2A Genie
F-4C 63-7601 RF-101C  8-5656 MQM-107B Drone
F-15A 73-0085 RB-57A  52-1457 D-21 Drone
F-80C 58358-42 RB-68A  54-4037 Chanute Glider (Rep)
F-64E 51-604A SR-71A 17968 TG-4A Glider

During WWII | took my Primary Flight Training for the Army Air Corps. At Drane Field near Lake-
land. We were flying in Stearman PT-17’s, which is an open cockpit tow place biplane trainer.
The student (cadet) always sat in the front cockpit with the instructor behind.

There was this one instructor who had his own way of instilling confidence in a cadet who he
knew was good gut just wasn’t sure of himself. This instructor would unhook his control stick, tap
the student on the shoulder, show him the sick and then throw it our of the plane. Now the cadet
HAD TO LAND THE PLANE and the trick always worked out well. The instructor thought that this
was something that the cadet would never tell to anyone else. WRONG! The word got around
and this one cadet, who was really very good but pretended to be otherwise, went into the hangar
and got a spare control stick and hid it under his flight suit. While in flight, the instructor told the
cadet to “Follow me through on the controls” for different maneuvers. Sure enough, when the ca-
det pretended to be nervous and foul up, the instructor tapped him on the shoulder, showed him
the stick and threw it out of the plane. The cadet said, “Yes sir. | understand” and threw the
spare stick out of the plane too. The instructor went bananas and told the student that now they
would have to bail out because there was no way to land the plane without the control stick.
There was little danger in bailing out and letting the plane crash because in those days, the area
around Drane Field were all cattle ranches. The instructor, because he was sitting in the back
seat, has to bail out first and expected the cadet to immediately follow him out. However, the ca-
det then calmly flew back to Drane, landed the plane, taxied up to the flight line and shut down the
engine while his instructor was still floating to earth many miles away. This cadet had the nerve
to with in his log book that this was his first solo landing. PS that instructor was transferred to an-
other base shortly thereafter and No, | was not that cadet.
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The time is approaching were we should start figuring out all the differ-
ent tasks that will be required for the show and begin formulating a
plan. We have taken care of several preliminary items, but we should
start more detailed planning soon. We will have a brief show commit-
tee break out session at our meeting on Tuesday to assess our pro-
gress and the things we have left to do. A few of these items are as
follows:

We have gotten a few quotes for trophies, but we are still waiting
for one from the vendor we have used in the past. Once we have
that, we can decide on a place to get the trophies made and have
a good estimate of their cost.

The registration forms and process need to be finalized. | am still
waiting to get the database that the Titusville club uses.

| hope to get an update on how we are doing with vendors. | will
bring that information to meeting.

We have begun checking the sales for good raffle items, but we
should also see what we can do to obtain more items for the gen-
eral raffle. | don’t think we have covered this yet.

| am sure there are many other items, but these are the first ones that
came to my mind. Give it some thought, and bring your show ideas
and thoughts to the next meeing so we can discuss them.




