The JaxCon 2003 show in
Jacksonville is coming up
on Oct. 25

This month: Eastern Front

Next month: Stalingrad

This month: Photo Etch
with Robert Raver

Next month: Decals with
Charlie Hess

It is money time this meeting.
We will be collecting money for
several different things, so make
sure you bring your checkbook,
or cash for the following items:

Dues—$20.00

October is dues month and we all
need to give Charlie our 20
bucks. It is important to pay your
dues this month. There is really
no reason anyone should be late.
Lets get those dues paid and not
keep Charlie waiting. It is bad
enough that he has to keep track
of collecting dues in the first
place, lets not make it worse by
dragging it out. This is one thing
Charlie won't forget about!

Holiday dinner $14.00 per person

I will have a list (graciously pro-
vided by Ed Mayday who can not
make it to the meeting) for each
person to indicate how many are
in their party and what they are
having for dinner. When we have
your check or cash, we will mark
you on the list.

Club trip—$40 per person

George will be collecting
money from all those who are
going on the trip to Fantasy of
Flight. We are shooting for
some time in November to go
on this trip, but George can not
make the arrangements until
he has the money. We also
need to get 7 more people to
get this rate, so make sure you
check with your friends and
family to see who else wants
to go

We will get more information
about the cost of shirts and our
options for the shirts from
Robert at this meeting so we
can come to a decision on
what we are going to get and
what it will cost.

I know this sounds like a lot of
money to come up with, but it
just works out that we are do-
ing this all in one shot. Actu-
ally, it is a great bargain, a
whole year of the Pelikan club,
dinner with friends, and an
awesome tour of Fantasy of
Flight, all for under $100. Its
hard to beat that!




The trophies for the
John Crown Spirit
Award and the Pe-
likan Master Modeler
Award will be shown
at the meeting. This
years trophies are
very nice, and in
color!

To re-cap, the John
Crown Spirit Award
will be given to the
club member who is
selected by popular
vote as having the
greatest club spirit.
We will simply have
everyone write the

name of their nominee
on piece of paper at the
December meeting and
whoever gets the most
votes wins.

The competition for the
Pelikan Master Modeler
will be held at the De-
cember meeting. We
will not have any dem-
onstrations and will sus-
pend normal show and
tell. Everyone should
bring in their very best
work. Each modeler
will present their work,
just like we do in show
and tell. A number will

be assigned to each
entry and everyone will
cast a vote for your fa-
vorite entry. Who ever
gets the most votes
wins.

Both awards will be
presented at the Holi-
day dinner. This
should be great fun. |
am looking forward to
seeing all those in-
credible models that
members have in their
display cases at home.

A couple of people have men-
tioned the fact that we have not
had a swap meet at one of our
meetings in quite a while.
Since we are going to be pretty
busy through the end of this
year, | was thinking that the

January 2004 meeting might ary.
be a great time to have one.
Not only do we not yet have

any thing extra planned for that
meeting, but what a great time.
You can bring in all those old
pieces that you don't have
room for now that Santa has
brought you cool new stuff. Of
course if Santa only brings you
coal (you know, new socks,
shirts, boring stuff like that) this

could be your opportunity to pick up
some new stuff (at least new to you)
to put on those shelves. Maybe even
something to put on the bench! So
give is a thought, and we will take a
vote to see how many folks are inter-
ested in doing a swap meet in Janu-

and the winner
IS...

From my shelf to
yours
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Those of us who were associ-
ated with the Martin B-26 Pro-
gram in an way: design, con-
struction, testing or flying it in
combat had a love-hate rela-
tionship with the airplane. It
was called the “Widow Maker”
and “The Flying Prostitute” be-
cause, with its short wing span
an high wing loading, it had no
visible means of support. But,
for me it was a love affair. |
thought it was the most aero-
dynamically perfect airplane
ever to fly and I felt both proud
and lucky to be associated with
it.

Because of this, | decided to
make an accurate 1/20 scale
(39 inch) model of it. Since |
was a B-26 Flight Test Engi-
neer at the Martin Company, |
had access to the B-26 Field
Service Manuals and | used
these to get the various dimen-
sions for my model. Addition
to the overall dimensions, the
manual also gave me cut-

aways and cross sections of
the fuselage, wings and talil
sections. | used this informa-
tion to make my templates.

My model was made of 1/8
inch basswood for structural
members and 1/32 inch balsa
for the shin covering. | was
able to buy suitable wheels at
a model shop but had to hand-
craft everything else including
the props. Don't forget, this
was before the age of plastics
for model building so one of
my major problems was how |
was going to model the glass
nose and deck turret? Without
these, the model would be
worthless.

Finally, | came up with two
ideas for the turrets. |1 made a
wooden mock-up of each tur-
ret and then tried to find off-
the-shelf items that would suit
the purpose. For the deck tur-
ret | found that a radio vacuum
tube was just about right so, |
carefully took one apart, drilled

a hole in it to release the
vacuum, cut the base off and
installed the twin 50 caliber
guns. The nose turret
proved to be more difficult. 1
took my mock-up and visited
several glassware stores
checking wine glasses. The
clerks though that | was
nutty. However, | finally
found on that was perfect. |
bought it, cut off the stem,
polished it, installed the nose
gun & mounted it to the air-
craft. For paint, | simply
went out into the ships and
got small amounts of the
paint actually used on the B-
26. Shortly after completing
the model | joined the Army
Air Corps. Where | became a
fighter pilot. Interestingly,
with all of my B-26 flight time
as a civilian, I never flew
again in a B-26 as a military
pilot. | kept and enjoyed my
B-26 model for many years
and have included a photo of
it for this article.




If ever there was a model in
small scale to be conquered,
this is it! When | was surfing
the United Fun web page last
year and found the Dora in
1/87™, 1 about fell out of my
chair! | had to have it. Regard-
less of price. Limited produc-
tion. | wasn’t missing out on
this one. It took about a week
of consideration on this pur-
chase, yes, the price held me
back just a little.

| ordered it through accurate
Armor. Delivery took about 15
days. It came securely pack-
aged, free of damage. The
parts were well organized and
neatly packaged. The first
thing | checked out was the
aluminum turned barrel, 3
pieces, awesome. A review of
all of the parts revealed little
flash, a sign of a finely engi-
neered product.

Where to start? The gun is so

large that the carriage moves
on two parallel tracks and
rests on four platforms, which
are divided which rest on two
trucks each. So no only do you
have to connect front and back
trucks for each platform, you
have to connect the front and
back platforms, then connect it
to an identical left side of the
carriage. The individual trucks
were a bit difficult. The wheels
are true metal model railway
wheels. Gluing the sidepieces
of the trucks onto the body,
while ensuring the wheels
move and don't fall out was
tough. I wasn’t successful with
all 40 wheels, some do fall out,
and since my model is not in-
tended to be rolled, I glued
some wheels in. Two trucks
are attached to each platform,
resulting in four platforms, right
front, right rear, left front, left
rear. | used a small section of
track to ensure alignment.

There are two main carriage
pieces, right and left. The
main carriage is a mighty
piece, which large center,
fore and aft pieces. These
went together fairly well, but
due to not totally clear in-
structions, it's easy to make
a mistake here. The car-
riage then is attached to two
platforms, front and rear,
now is the first chance to
check that 4 trucks and 20
wheels are aligned. Whew!
Rolls good. Complete same
procedure for right side car-
riage.

Now the fun’s just begin-
ning. Right and left side car-
riages must be attached,
and the whole carriage must
now run on TWO tracks.

Continued on page 4




To ensure right and left
alignment, | nailed a section
of track to a piece of ply-
wood, keeping one track
free for horizontal movement
during construction. Two
large horizontal struts are all
that hold the two main car-
riages together. Seems sim-
ple, Instructions, however,
are not real clear when it
comes to where to attach
these struts. Line it up, glue,
attach. Nope, not right.
Break it apart, Repeat pro-
cedure, nope, try again. Fi-
nally, on third try, | was sat-
isfied with alignment.

Now, lets move to the real
fun, the gun and superstruc-
ture. Gun is three main
parts, two are aluminum,
screw together. Breach is
resin, can be set open or
closed. Weakest part of the
whole kit was the barrel ele-
vation mechanism. | didn’t
really go together well, no
clear attachment points. It
probably took me about 5
tries to get it right. Now, at-
tach the trunions to the main
carriage, get them just right
so the barrel rises. Darn,
barrel breach gets in the
way of the horizontal strut
below. Take apart the car-
riage, move the strut back %2
inch, reattach for the fourth
time. OK, barrel fits now,
glue in both side trunions,
test barrel movement,

ARRGHHHH! Barrel slips
out of hand, crashes down
and splits main carriage as-
semblies apart! Reassemble
left and right carriage for fifth
time. From now on, when
testing barrel, ensure hand is
underneath!

OK, barrel is on, works, and
locks in place at highest ele-
vation. Cool! Time to do
loading platform superstruc-
ture. Pretty straight forward,
a few platform pieces on
mounts. Hardest part is the
two lifting towers, getting
them to line up with the plat-
form. Bottom of towers
mount on the rear trucks, an-
other good alignment exer-
cise. The other hardest part
is attaching cable to shell lift
trays. | used black thread,
looks OK.

Lots of etched brass, hand-
rails, ladders, etc. Really
fun trying to figure out
which piece goes where.
Some are pretty long, 6
inches, and bend easily so
care must be taken.

Model is finished in medium
grey, | used Model Master
Anthracite grey. Coat of oily
black on trucks. Soon, | will
be giving it a light coat of wa-
ter based black to highlite
joints. Decals: Either I did not
receive the decal sheet or, |
lost it, which is more prob-

able. | have tried to order an-
other but no luck yet. Kit
comes with 4 turned alumi-
num shells, real nice.

This is a tremendous model to
build. I have been building
models for over 30 years,
leading up to this project. This
is definitely not for the novice,
though, if | had a chance to
build this when | was 12, |
would have. | started in mid-
November, worked full time til
mid- Jan, then finished it off in
March. Total time was about
10 weeks of dedicated time.
For those that enjoy small-
scale German models, this is
truly the ultimate experience. |
just wish it was in 1/76 scale.

Current cost is listed as
499.00 Euro. It was a little
cheaper last year, Euro was
not as strong. After shipping
and conversion cost, my
credit card bill showed
$498.00. | have seen a built
version offered for $2,500.00
on a web page.

After building the Dora, the
greatest single weapon the
Germans created, what's
next? I'm back to armored
cars!
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In July, 1997, | had a M-3 Grant or museum owned vehicles in
chance to visit several mu-  M-5 Stuart operation included a
seums in the eastern US. Another M-3 Stuart Kublewagen
This report is about the Pat- M-24 Chaffe BMW 75 motorcycle
ton Armor Museum at Ft. M-4 Sherman Pak 40 75mm AT gun
Knox, Kentucky. M-36B Jackson M-5 Stuart

Early type AMTRAK M-24 Chaffe
A mix of indoor and out- Buffalo Opel 1.5 ton truck

door exhibits, starting with
outdoors. As you approach,
you see several vehicles.
Here’s a list:

M-48 Patton

M-98 155 SP

M-551 Sheridan

M-47 Patton

M-32 recovery vehicle
M-113

M-40 155m SP gun

M-41 Walker Bulldog

U/l heavy tank, pre M-60
M-4 A3 Sherman

M- 3 Stuart

M-10 Wolverine

M-7 (Priest) 105mm SP
M-3 Grant

M-24 Chaffe

T-34/85

Pnzr Mk I, aufs J

Pnzr V Panter aufs G

Super heavy tank, I think it
was designated T-10

Also included is a UH-1D
Huey slick.

Now for inside. Wouldn’t
you know I'd forget my
camera. The only one |
could purchase was a no
flash throwaway.

M-3 Stuart

GMC 2 % ton truck

Gen Patton’s staff car (with the
old man standing in front)
Jeep

M-2 armored car

M-8 Greyhound

M-26 Pershing

M-551 Sheridan

Pnzr IV ausf J

Pnzr V Panther ausf G

Stug Il (rough)

Pnzr VI Tiger Il (cut away side)
Schwimwagen

88mm Flak 41

U/I truck

T-34/85

Japanese Type 97
Japanese Baka bomb
M-113 APC

UH-1B Huey

SBD Dauntless dive bomber
Iraqi T-72

Good museum, but it just does-
n't have the panache of Euro-
pean museums. It's been six
years since | was there, so a lot
may have changed. | just tried to
tour the museum through their
web page but it was taking so
long I just gave up.

As | was there on July 3, | got
an extra bonus of being able to
watch a vehicle display. Private

Sdkfz 222 armored car
M-20 Greyhound
Hetzer

This was cool; the two Ameri-
can tanks and M-20 advanced
across the field and ran into a
Hetzer, AT gun ambush, while
the 222, Kubelwagen and mo-
torcycle flanked them. The M-20
broke off to engage the Ger-
mans. Of course, the Ameri-
cans won.

On the way out | passed by
the real Ft. Knox, the gold re-
serve building!

About a mile down the road
from the museum is a M-103
heavy tank, parked in the grass
in front of a resturaunt. I'm not
sure if it's privately owned or
not.

A few days later | was driving
through southern Maryland and
came across an M-4 Sherman,
complete with a wooden Santa
Claus on top. Hmm, In July!
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While we are on the subject of
tanks in the US, | have found
two here in Florida recently.
While returning from JAXCON
last year, | noticed an M-42
Duster at the VFW hall in Or-
ange Park. Several of you may
be aware of this one, but | bet

you don’t know about the following
tank. In the little town of Lake Pana-
soffke, just of I-75 in Citrus county,
sits and M-60A1 at the town VFW
hall. Just a little bit out of the way. |
wonder who was behind acquiring
and moving this vehicle?

IPMS Puerto Rico:
http://ipms_pr.tripod.com/

This is the URL to the IMPS
Puerto Rico Auto Modeler club.
For you car guys that are look-
ing for an exotic show location,
they are having a contests in
November and December.

IPMS First Coast
http://www.IPMS-firstcoast.com
This is the URL of the Jackson-
ville IPMS club. They have put
forms for the upcoming show

out on their site so you can grab
them, print them out, and get them
ready before you get to the show.
They also have some pictures of the
site the show will be located at and
other information you might want to
check out.




